CLASSIFICATION SECRPT 50X1-HUM
' f - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 201 1/07/11 : CIA-RDP82- 00457R00‘I500900002 8

45w INFORMATIONHHERORT |

"COUNTRY Germany (Berlin) DATE DISTR. 7 June 1948
SUBJECT SED Estimate of the Trade Union NO. OF PAGES 3
Situation in Berlin
PLACE NO. OF ENCLS.
ACQU]RED {LISTED BELOW) .
PETE ¢F RO SUPPLEMENT TO 50X1-HUM
. REPORT NO.

’ 0 1“! ﬂthONAI. DKFENSE g
[ OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MCARING OF YHE E$PIONAGE ACT 50 M

B . 6. c.. 5 anD 22, a5 AuEkDRD. 175 TaaNsmission on The axveaios B THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION FOR THE RESEARCH

."Z OF IT8S CONTRNYS 1N ANV GANNER 10 AN l"l“ll'l-lbgﬂiﬂ PEQSON (S PRO- By
B 510, inFoskiTion CORTRCD In TODY O TE FOTM EAY BX. UTILiZCD [ USE OF TRAINED INTELLIGENCE ANALYSTS

! :', AS Ulllltb “ICE!GASY BY THE n:mamzuc’r _ . 50X1 —HUM

l. An extraordinary session of the Executive Committee of the Beriin
SED was called 27 April to consider the results of the trade union
elections in Berlin. Adolf Deter, SED expert on trade union
matters, presented the following analysis.

2. "A mighty pressure was used in the western sectors of Berlin to
frighten the workers and their leaders. Howley's svmmons of
Comrades Litke and Matern had the same purpose. 7They and the

- party organization were to be cowed. The campaign against the
FDGE by the UGO and the Americans ran hand in hand with the anti-SED
and anti-Russian campaign. The FDGB has 700,000 members in Berlin,
of whom at least 500,000 belong to no party. It is obvious that
the great mass of the workers have no sense of their own power and
succumb to thls campalgn of fear, threats, and whispers. This has
even led to hesltation and wavering in our own party and it aust
be admitted that our opponent has succeeded in galning a certain
influence, and the attempts to split the working class in Berlin:
have led at the moment to such sharp battles that one 1s reminded
of the pre-1933 era.

"In 1947 the occupylng powers did, to be sure interfere in trade
union matters but without success, so that the majority of the
workers turned against the occupying powers and the election
brought o great victory for unity. That time we lost only two
boroughs. In 1948 we underestimated the UGO, 1us vrganssaviou,”
unity, and discivline; we also underestimated the leadership fur-
nished *he UGG by the Americans. The latter have furnished an
example in the past w2eks and months of how pressure can be exerted
on union functionaries in their sector with all means and methods.
Our functionaries were summoned to USMGs there they were given
threats but also promises, and we must admit that with threats,
promises, desires, and orders the Americans have succeeded in re-
maining in the background while pushing the UGO 1nto the foreground.
our comrsdes were deceived by these tactlics so that repestedly the
impression was created among our own comrades,“Ihese.Americans are
fine fellows actuallyf. They fall to realize that the UGD is .
acting on American orders which called for splitting up the workere?
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“"The UGG enjoys the full suppu~t of the Americans; it publishes

two papers, has its own school, conferences, meetings, sends repre-
sentathes to England, possesses a well-organized machine and s
series of political workers who ride fronm neeting to meeting in
Amerlcan cars and are not afra.d to speak orenly and publicly:
Unfortunately we cannot always say the same of our own comrades.
The support the VGO obtained from the Americans made -it possibdle
for it to achieve a lrrge and deep invasion in the western sectors.
Ye have also suffered an invaiion in the Russlsn fector. The UGO
not only mrnaged to maintaia its rosition in the large, important
enterprises but strengthencd it and also occunied = whole series

of new vositions. .Out of 4,658 delegates, 2,.4G are SED, 1,493
SPD, 35 CDU, and 959 nor-partr. The UGO hes thus incrersed 1ts
percentage f#rom 23-24% in 194" to 32-33% ln 1948. In addition we
muet remember that the UGO 1s strong In the big, important enterprises,
whereas our strength 15 in the small and medilum-sized plants., We
must analyze the situsticn in svery borough, especially the danger
signals in Lichtenber; and K¥penick. 1In Lichtenberg we are in
danger of losing the metal workers! union.

" ™e must show vhere¢ and why we made mistakes, such as underestimat-
ing the UGO, and how far =he current arrogance and carelessness are
responsible for -ur defeast, There are. tco many ideological points
on which our fnctionazries are not clear. Thie is obvious since
they retreat before the ~vgurments of the UGO, ‘any Berlin workers
hope for revults from the Hzrshall Plan; many think that conditions
are wors¢ in the Russlan Jone thar in the Test. e have avoided-
these sw«estloas. Our finetionaries have been afraid to distribute
1enziets, -announced speekers have failed to appear, resolutions
.greed upon by vs have 1ot been introduced. The party work from
the ton to the hottom i: unsatisfactory, it functions too slowly.
Dur magazine, Wille und .@g never reaches the functionaries until it
is out of date.

""e must make our noliries easier for the workers to understand.

"¢ are faced with the necessity of ccnvineing our own party members
of the correetne¢ss of . ur policy. It is not sufficlent that our
top officlals simply sit in their offices. Ye must remember that
60% of the 24,00 wopls, council nmembers in Berlin do not belong to
any vparty. "e have reminded the party of this danger .repeatedly

but no luprovement has been made, Since the last election we have
been able to vin over o grand total of 12 works council members to
our party. Ttat is an incredible figure. It shows that our party
-organization las no contact witn the SPD and non-party workers.

The resuit is that ou» factory groups are isolated from the mass of
the vorkers. The FDGB has gained 200,000 new members during the
past year. Falurally these peovle who come to us now, three years
gfter the fourring, juet in.order to get vegetables and ration
urons are nct the rost progressive people imaginable; nevertheless
it 1s the tas! of the FDGR and of our party to win over these people
to our policy. In 1947 10% of the trade union members were SED;

" “h 1948 only &4%. The influence of our party has fallen. We have

00 few and to: poor functionaries. Our instructors this year are
worse, The borjughs are totally disorganized; thus one political
- .nstructor wis sut to work as s messenger-boy since the borough
‘headquarters cofild £ind no one else for this mechanical post. All
these things shew that the niveau of our own comrades even in
borough hendquarters leaves much to be desired. e shail have te
deslde whether our rresent training plan and methods should not be

seriously revised,
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"Our functionaries in the factories and enterprises are another
problem. Their incompetence and wide~spread corruption has not
strengthened the party. Corruption hss arisen in the distribution
of textlles, shoes, vegetables, etc. Because of the many cases of
corruption, we have been unable to reap eny political profit from
this program for special aid to the workers; on the contrary it
has meant further troubles for the party.

"We must attack these problems ruthlessly; we have nothing to lose,
comrades, for we have already lost: everything.

"The Berlin city conference will show 380 votes for us and 191 for
the UGC. That is a big block and it includes all the UGO leaders,
above all Suhr and Kaiser. The result shows that the UGO did not
succeed in gaining a mejority. Our task is not to let ourselves be
pushed aside by the actual workers, to attempt to establish firm
bonds with the SPD and non-party workers. The ;GO decision to
stage a separate Nay Day celebration makes our task harder. e
must arrange for a large-scale marshalling service to keep our pro-
cession in order and insure that no troop bolts away during the
march to the Lustgarten.!
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